
Journal of the House
State of Indiana

114th General Assembly First Regular Session

Seventh Meeting Day Tuesday Afternoon January 18, 2005

The House convened at 1:30 p.m. with the Speaker in the Chair.

The invocation was offered by Reverend John Contrearas, Youth
Minister of Bethel Baptist Church, North Vernon, the guest of
Representative William E. Bright.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Representative
William C. Friend.

The Speaker ordered the roll of the House to be called:

T. Adams Klinker
Aguilera Koch
Alderman   … Kromkowski
Austin Kuzman
Avery L. Lawson
Ayres Lehe
Bardon   … Leonard
Bauer J. Lutz
Becker Mahern
Behning Mays
Bischoff McClain
Borders Messer
Borror Micon
Bottorff Moses
Bright Murphy
C. Brown   … Neese
T. Brown Noe
Buck Orentlicher
Budak Oxley
Buell Pelath
Burton Pflum
Cheney Pierce
Cherry Pond   …
Cochran Porter
Crawford Reske
Crooks Richardson
Davis Ripley
Day Robertson
Denbo Ruppel
Dickinson Saunders   …
Dobis J. Smith
Dodge V. Smith
Duncan Stevenson
Dvorak Stilwell
Espich Stutzman
Foley Summers   …
Friend Thomas
Frizzell Thompson
Fry Tincher
GiaQuinta Torr
Goodin Turner
Grubb Ulmer
Gutwein VanHaaften
E. Harris Walorski
T. Harris Welch
Heim Whetstone
Hinkle Wolkins
Hoffman Woodruff
Hoy Yount
Kersey Mr. Speaker

Roll Call 22: 94 present; 6 excused. The Speaker announced
a quorum in attendance. [NOTE: … indicates those who were
excused.]

The Minority Leader, Representative B. Patrick Bauer, announced
that Elaine Young, wife of Senate Minority Leader Richard Young,
and Rick Gudal, Senate minority Caucus Assistant/Radio Editor, had
died over the weekend.

The House stood for a moment of silence in memory of Elaine
Young and Rick Gudal.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that when we do adjourn, we adjourn until
Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at 10:00 a.m.

BRIGHT     

Motion prevailed.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The following bills were read a first time by title and referred to
the respective committees:

HB 1431 — Friend, Austin, Lehe, Oxley (Natural Resources)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation and to make an appropriation.

HB 1432 — J. Lutz, Stevenson (Utilities and Energy)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
utilities and transportation.

HB 1433 — Hinkle (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1434 — Hinkle (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
professions and occupations.

HB 1435 — Hinkle (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1437 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
Medicaid.

HB 1438 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
health and to make an appropriation.

HB 1439 — T. Brown (Elections and Apportionment)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
elections.

HB 1440 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
Medicaid.

HB 1441 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
Medicaid.

HB 1442 — T. Brown (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.
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HB 1443 — Bischoff (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1444 — Kersey (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
human services.

HB 1445 — Grubb, Friend (Judiciary)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
natural and cultural resources.

HB 1446 — Grubb, Buell (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1447 — Cherry (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1448 — Cherry (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1449 — Tincher (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety.

HB 1450 — Duncan (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1451 — Duncan (Natural Resources)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
natural and cultural resources.

HB 1452 — Duncan (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1453 — Richardson (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
business and other associations.

HB 1454 — L. Lawson (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1455 — Cochran (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
commercial law.

HB 1456 — Murphy, Orentlicher (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1457 — Woodruff (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state offices and administration.

HB 1458 — Woodruff (Agriculture and Rural Development)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
agriculture and animals.

HB 1459 — Woodruff (Rules and Legislative Procedures)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning the
general assembly.

HB 1460 — Woodruff (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1461 — Goodin (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education finance.

HB 1462 — Goodin (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1463 — Goodin (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1464 — Goodin (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1465 — Goodin (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education and to make an appropriation.

HB 1466 — Reske (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1467 — Reske (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety and to make an appropriation.

HB 1468 — Reske (Elections and Apportionment)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
elections.

HB 1469 — Reske (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1470 — Reske (Technology, Research and Development)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning local government.

HB 1471 — Reske (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1472 — T. Adams (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
charity gaming.

HB 1473 — T. Adams (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
utilities and transportation.

HB 1474 — T. Adams (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1475 — T. Adams (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming and to make an appropriation.

HB 1476 — T. Adams, Saunders (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning education.

HB 1477 — T. Adams (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1478 — T. Adams (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1479 — T. Adams (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
health.

HB 1480 — T. Adams (Financial Institutions)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
trade regulation.

HB 1481 — T. Adams (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.



58 House January 18, 2005

HB 1482 — Reske (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1483 — Behning, Frizzell (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1484 — Behning (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education finance.

HB 1485 — Behning, Frizzell (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1486 — Behning (Elections and Apportionment)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1487 — Behning (Insurance)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
insurance.

HB 1488 — Behning (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1489 — Behning, Frizzell (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education and to make an appropriation.

HB 1490 — Behning, Frizzell (Elections and Apportionment)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1491 — Kuzman (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1492 — Ripley (Insurance)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1493 — T. Brown (Insurance)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning the
general assembly.

HB 1494 — Foley (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning health.

HB 1495 — Foley (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
utilities and transportation.

HB 1496 — Walorski, Dvorak (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1497 — Buck, Friend (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1498 — Buck (Commerce, Economic Development

 and Small Business)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1499 — Buck (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1500 — Yount, Borror (Commerce, Economic Development

 and Small Business)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1501 — Yount (Judiciary)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
trade regulation.

HB 1502 — Thomas (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1503 — Thomas, Crawford (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning corrections and to make an
appropriation.

HB 1504 — Thomas, Grubb (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1505 — Becker, VanHaaften, Hoy, Avery (Local

 Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1506 — Summers (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1507 — Summers (Judiciary)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
trade regulation.

HB 1508 — Summers (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1509 — Grubb, Koch (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
pensions.

HB 1510 — Crooks (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning state offices and administration
and to make an appropriation.

HB 1511 — Fry (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1512 — Fry (Judiciary)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
family law and juvenile law.

HB 1513 — Hoy (Insurance)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1514 — Hoy (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education finance.

HB 1515 — Hoy (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education finance.

HB 1516 — Hoy (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1518 — Murphy, J. Lutz, Mahern, Kuzman (Technology,

 Research and Development)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
utilities and transportation.

HB 1519 — Alderman (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning human services.

HB 1520 — Alderman (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.
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HB 1521 — Alderman (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming.

HB 1522 — Alderman (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming.

HB 1523 — Alderman (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1524 — Alderman (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety.

HB 1525 — Alderman (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1526 — Alderman (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1527 — Alderman (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1528 — Alderman (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1529 — Alderman (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1530 — Messer (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1531 — Messer (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1532 — Torr (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1533 — Torr (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1534 — Torr (Commerce, Economic Development

 and Small Business)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1535 — Dodge, Ruppel, Davis, Bischoff (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1536 — Torr (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
labor and safety.

HB 1537 — Bright, Ruppel (Public Safety

 and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety.

HB 1538 — J. Smith, Ruppel, T. Harris, Bischoff (Public Safety

 and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
pensions.

HB 1539 — Micon, Klinker (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1540 — Woodruff, Ayres (Rules and Legislative Procedures)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning natural and cultural resources.

HB 1541 — Borders (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming.

HB 1542 — Borders (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1543 — Borders (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1544 — Espich (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1545 — Espich (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state offices and administration.

HB 1546 — Espich (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
research financing.

HB 1547 — J. Lutz, Ayres, Kuzman (Environmental Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
environmental law.

HB 1548 — Ayres, E. Harris (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to repeal a provision of the Indiana Code
concerning taxation.

HB 1549 — Ayres, Klinker, Burton (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1550 — Ayres, Klinker, Thompson, Oxley (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1551 — Wolkins, Welch, Porter (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
health.

HB 1552 — Kersey (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1553 — Buell (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
health.

HB 1554 — Buell (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1555 — Buell (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1556 — Becker, Grubb (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1557 — Becker, Hoy, VanHaaften (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.
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HB 1558 — Thomas, Grubb (Public Safety

 and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
military and veterans affairs.

HB 1559 — Welch, L. Lawson (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1560 — Dodge (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1561 — Dodge (Family, Children and Human Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
human services.

HB 1562 — Dodge (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1563 — Dodge (Family, Children and Human Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
human services.

HB 1564 — Dodge (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1565 — Becker, Hoy, Avery, VanHaaften (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1566 — Buell, Klinker (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1567 — Walorski, Ayres, Pelath, Ulmer (Judiciary)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
juvenile law.

HB 1568 — Cherry, Grubb (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1569 — Messer (Public Policy and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming and to make an appropriation.

HB 1570 — Saunders, Cherry (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1571 — Crawford, Buell (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1572 — Crawford (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
corrections.

HB 1573 — Cherry, VanHaaften, Stutzman, Grubb (Roads and

 Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

HB 1574 — McClain (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
pensions.

HB 1575 — Walorski, Ruppel, T. Harris, L. Lawson (Public

 Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety.

HB 1576 — Bright, Thompson (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1577 — Bright, Walorski (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1578 — Bright, Walorski, T. Adams, Ruppel (Local

 Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1580 — Davis, Ayres, Bright, T. Adams (Public Safety

 and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1581 — Day (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1582 — Micon, Klinker (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1583 — T. Brown, Mays (Courts and Criminal Code)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1584 — Becker, Stilwell (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1585 — Cheney (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1586 — Cheney, Kersey, Ayres (Public Policy

 and Veterans Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
gaming.

HB 1587 — Pelath (Family, Children and Human Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
family law and juvenile law.

HB 1588 — Pelath (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
property.

HB 1589 — Pelath (Family, Children and Human Affairs)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
criminal law and procedure.

HB 1590 — Moses (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

HB 1591 — Ruppel, Ayres, Robertson, Oxley (Education)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

HB 1592 — Ruppel (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
corrections.

HB 1593 — Ruppel, Davis (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
public safety.

HB 1594 — Ruppel, Davis, Bischoff (Public Safety

 and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
labor and safety.
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HB 1595 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning Medicaid.

HB 1596 — T. Brown (Public Health)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
Medicaid.

HB 1598 — Heim (Roads and Transportation)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
transportation.

HB 1599 — Lehe, Koch (Employment and Labor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
professions and occupations.

HB 1600 — Ruppel (Public Safety and Homeland Security)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
state and local administration.

HB 1601 — Whetstone (Ways and Means)

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
taxation.

HB 1602 — Dvorak (Local Government)

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning state offices and
administration.

INTRODUCTION OF JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following joint resolutions were read a first time by title and
referred to the respective committees:

HJR 12 — Pelath, Micon (Judiciary)

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to Article 8 of
the Indiana Constitution concerning education finance.

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the
State of Indiana is proposed and agreed to by this, the One Hundred
Fourteenth General Assembly of the State of Indiana, and is referred
to the next General Assembly for reconsideration and agreement.

SECTION 2. ARTICLE 8, SECTION 1 OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF INDIANA IS AMENDED
TO READ AS FOLLOWS: Section 1. Knowledge and learning,
generally diffused throughout a community, being essential to the
preservation of a free government; it shall be the duty of the General
Assembly to encourage, by all suitable means, moral, intellectual,
scientific, and agricultural improvement; and to provide, by law, for
a general and uniform system of Common Schools, wherein tuition
shall be without charge, and equally open to all. The General
Assembly shall provide by law that textbooks are provided to all
students in public schools without charge.

RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING

House Concurrent Resolution 3

Representative Friend introduced House Concurrent Resolution 3:

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION to convene a Joint Session of
the 114th General Assembly of the State of Indiana.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana,

the Senate concurring:

SECTION 1. That a joint convention of the Senate and House of
Representatives be convened, to meet in the Chambers of the House
of Representatives at 10:30 a.m., on Wednesday, January 19th, 2005,
to receive the Chief Justice's message, which will be given in
compliance with Section 3 of Article 7 of the Constitution of the State
of Indiana  and the Speaker is hereby directed to appoint a committee
of four members of this House to transmit this resolution to the Senate
and report to this House such action as the Senate may take thereon.

The resolution was read a first time and adopted by voice vote. The
Clerk was directed to inform the Senate of the passage of the
resolution. Senate sponsor: Senator Garton.

OTHER BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE

COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Speaker: Your Committee, appointed to transmit to the Senate
a resolution of this House to convene a joint convention of the two
houses to receive the Governor's message, hereby reports that it has
discharged the duty assigned to it and that the Senate has concurred
in the House resolution and will meet the House in joint convention
in the Chambers of the House of Representatives at 7:00 p.m. on
January 18, 2005, for the purpose of receiving the Governor's
message.

BECKER AUSTIN
RUPPEL ROBERTSON

Report adopted.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that a committee of four members of this
House be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
to act with a like committee of the Senate, to wait upon the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Indiana and escort him
to the Chambers of the House of Representatives to deliver his
message to the General Assembly on Wednesday, January 19, 2005.

FRIEND     

Motion prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representatives Ulmer, Thomas, Pierce,
and VanHaaften be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, to act with a like committee of the Senate to wait
upon the Chief Justice and to escort him to the Chambers of the
House of Representatives to deliver his message to the General
Assembly on Wednesday, January 19, 2005.

FRIEND     

Motion prevailed. The Speaker appointed Representatives Ulmer,
Thomas, Pierce, and VanHaaften to escort the Chief Justice.

Representatives Summers, who had been excused, was present.

HOUSE BILLS ON SECOND READING

House Bill 1033

Representative Heim called down House Bill 1033 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title. There being no
amendments, the bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1056

Representative Duncan called down House Bill 1056 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title.

HOUSE MOTION
(Amendment 1056–1)

Mr. Speaker: I move that House Bill 1056 be amended to read as
follows:

Page 1, between lines 16 and 17, begin a new line block indented
and insert:

"(8) A food pantry that:
(A) is operated or affiliated with a nonprofit organization
that is exempt from federal income taxation under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; and
(B) distributes food, which may include food from the
United States Department of Agriculture, to needy
persons.

However, a food bank or other facility that distributes
donated food to other organizations is not exempt from the
requirements of this chapter.".

(Reference is to HB 1056 as printed January 12, 2005.)
DUNCAN     

Motion prevailed. The bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1069

Representative Hinkle called down House Bill 1069 for second
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reading. The bill was read a second time by title. There being no
amendments, the bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1130

Representative Foley called down House Bill 1130 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title. There being no
amendments, the bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1153

Representative Foley called down House Bill 1153 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title.

HOUSE MOTION
(Amendment 1153–1)

Mr. Speaker: I move that House Bill 1153 be amended to read as
follows:

Replace the effective dates in SECTIONS 20 through 23 with
"[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2006]".

(Reference is to HB 1153 as printed January 12, 2005.)
FOLEY     

Motion prevailed. The bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1159

Representative Ruppel called down House Bill 1159 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title. There being no
amendments, the bill was ordered engrossed.

House Bill 1169

Representative Hinkle called down House Bill 1169 for second
reading. The bill was read a second time by title. There being no
amendments, the bill was ordered engrossed.

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILLS ON THIRD READING

Engrossed House Bill 1029

Representative Burton called down Engrossed House Bill 1029 for
third reading:

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
motor vehicles.

The bill was read a third time by sections and placed upon its
passage. The question was, Shall the bill pass?

Roll Call 23: yeas 90, nays 3. The bill was declared passed. The
question was, Shall the title of the bill remain the title of the act?
There being no objection, it was so ordered. The Clerk was directed
to inform the Senate of the passage of the bill. Senate sponsors:
Senators Kruse, Craycraft, and Drozda.

OTHER BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that House Rule 106.1 be suspended for the
purpose of adding more than three coauthors and that Representatives
Woodruff and GiaQuinta be added as coauthors of House Bill 1029.

BURTON     

The motion, having been seconded by a constitutional majority and
carried by a two-thirds vote of the members, prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representative Foley be removed as
coauthor of House Bill 1056 and Representative Austin be added as
coauthor.

DUNCAN     

Motion prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representatives Duncan, Burton, and
Oxley be added as coauthors of House Bill 1105.

BISCHOFF     

Motion prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representative Neese be added as
coauthor of House Bill 1130.

FOLEY     

Motion prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that House Rule 106.1 be suspended for the
purpose of adding more than three coauthors and that Representatives
Davis, Espich, Hoffman, T. Harris, Reske, Pflum, Yount, and Turner
be added as coauthors of House Bill 1283.

BORROR     

The motion, having been seconded by a constitutional majority and
carried by a two-thirds vote of the members, prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representatives Borders, Walorski, and
Behning be added as coauthors of House Bill 1439.

T. BROWN     

Motion prevailed.

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representative Ayres be added as
coauthor of House Bill 1581.

DAY     

Motion prevailed.

Pursuant to House Rule 60, committee meetings were announced.

On the motion of Representative VanHaaften, the House adjourned
at 2:15 p p.m., this eighteenth day of January, 2005, until Wednesday,
January 19, 2005, at 10:00 a.m.

JOINT CONVENTION

The Joint Convention convened at 6:45 p.m.

The Speaker introduced the honored guests as follows: First Lady
Cheri Daniels, wife of Governor Mitchell E. Daniels; Melissa
Daniels, daughter of Governor and Mrs. Daniels; Steve Skillman,
husband of Lieutenant Governor Rebecca S. Skillman; Mary Kay Orr,
wife of Governor Robert D. Orr; Cheryl Bosma, wife of Speaker
Brian Bosma; Senate President Pro Tempore Robert Garton; Senate
Majority Floor Leader David Long; Senate Majority Caucus Chair
James Merritt; Senate Assistant Minority Leader Earline Rogers,
representing Senate Minority Leader Richard Young; Senate Minority
Caucus Chair James Lewis; House Majority Floor Leader William
Friend; House Majority Caucus Chair Kathy Richardson; House
Minority Leader Patrick Bauer; House Minority Floor Leader Russell
Stilwell; House Minority Caucus Chair Dale Grubb; Chief Justice
Randall Shepard and his wife Any MacDonell; Justice Brent Dickson
and his wife Jan Aikman Dickson; Justice Frank Sullivan, Jr. and his
wife Cheryl Sullivan; Justice Theodore Boehm and his wife Peggy
Boehm; Judge James S. Kirsh and his wife Jan Kirsh; Judge Mark
Bailey; Judge John G. Baker and his wife Peggy Baker; Judge
Michael P. Barnes; Judge Terry A. Crone; Judge Carr L. Darden;
Judge Paul D. Mathias; Judge Melissa S. Mattingly-May; Judge
Edward W. Najam, Jr.; Judge Patricia A. Riley; Judge Margaret G.
Robb; Judge John T. Sharpnack; Judge Patrick D. Sullivan; Judge
Nancy H. Vaidik; Tax Judge Thomas Fisher; Clerk of the Supreme
and Appellate Courts David Lewis and his wife Tralicia Lewis;
Secretary of State Todd Rokita; Treasurer of State Tim Berry;
Dr. Suellen Reed, Superintendent of Public Instruction; Auditor of
State Connie Nass; Jeff Rea, Mayor of Mishawaka; and Terry
Mooney, Mayor of Vincennes.

The Speaker yielded the gavel to Lieutenant Governor Rebecca S.
Skillman, President of the Senate, who called the joint session to
order and presented the Governor as follows:
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"Members of the Joint Assembly: Pursuant to Section 13 of
Article 5 of the Indiana Constitution, this joint convention of the two
houses of the Indiana General Assembly is now convened for the
purpose of hearing a message from the Governor of the State of
Indiana.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the House and Senate, and distinguished
guests, I have the high honor and distinct privilege of presenting to
you the Governor of the State of Indiana, the Honorable Mitchell E.
Daniels, Jr."

Governor Daniels was escorted to the rostrum by Representatives
Becker, Ruppel, Austin, and Robertson and Senators Miller, Long,
Lanane, and Rogers.

STATE OF THE STATE

"Madam President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, Members of
the General Assembly, fellow citizens:

We are a state of people who speak plainly. We are a state of
people who get to the point. Let me try to do both this evening, right
now.

The state of our state is far from sound. The state of our state needs
serious attention. The foundation is still firm, but major repairs are
overdue.

Diplomats have a saying. When they present themselves for an
important discussion, they sometimes say "I come instructed." I come
instructed tonight. My instructions, and yours, come from our
common employers. The people of Indiana have sized up our
situation. When they spoke last November, they spoke plainly, and
their instructions were clear. They sent us here, all of us, to make
repairs too long postponed, decisions too long delayed, to make
changes in the way the people’s business has been conducted in our
state.

Our approach to that business must not be "usual" because our
problems are anything but usual. Our challenges are extraordinary,
and we must not be ordinary in wrestling with them. Our new
administration has already set out on the long journey to more
efficient, more effective, more open, and more ethical state
government. We will take all measures within our authority to bring
a new era into being. But much needed change must come, as it
should, from you, the duly elected representatives of the people’s
branch of government.

This is a great moment for everyone in this chamber. How lucky
we are to have been chosen at this particular time. Some of you must
have had the same experience as I these last two months. In every
conversation, it seems, the other party sooner or later uses the word
"excited." Our fellow citizens are excited because, knowing full well
the state of our state, they believe fervently that Indiana can be a
better place. Who could ask for more as a public servant than to serve
at a time of large issues, true crises, and high expectations that things
can be vastly different?

I will spend very few words describing the severity of our situation.
By now, those who claim not to see it must be victims of a denial
beyond my ability to dispel. Any who would dwell on it for the
purpose of assigning blame must turn their thoughts entirely to the
task of reconstruction. Even a quick catalogue is useful only to frame
the extent of damages and the nature of the most urgent repairs.

Let me sum things up: Our state’s economy is too weak, too
narrowly based, and too often impeded by the very state government
that should be its chief advocate and promoter.

That state government is too expensive, too antique in its practices,
too indifferent to real, provable results, and in place after place after
place, too slow.

It operates under rules of conduct that fall far short of those found
in other states, far short of what is necessary to ensure Hoosiers that
the people’s business is being done solely in the people’s interest.

Our educational results lag behind other states, and other nations,
but worse still, behind the potential of the kids and the devoted

teachers in our classrooms. Those teachers, and the principals who
lead them, are engulfed in rules and requirements that add no value
to the life preparation of any child. We have doubled the amount of
money spent per child with scant improvement in the only thing that
matters, the readiness of those children. If money were the answer,
this would no longer be a problem.

Local government is too hamstrung by top-down state control, and
consequently stuck with an unbalanced and unfair dependence on the
taxation of property owners. Having tied much of its own budget to
local spending, a bankrupt state government has desperately sought
to control local decisions from the top down, a doomed exercise in
balloon-squeezing that has squeezed property taxpayers worse than
anyone else.

And overhanging all our difficulties is the simple, brute fact that
our state’s public finances are in ruin. We have outspent our income
year after year. We have increased spending faster than any state in
the Union. We have emptied every coffee can in the backyard and
maxed out all the credit cards. When your past due bills exceed your
cash on hand, when your month-in, month-out expenses far exceed
the size of your paycheck, when your once-hefty savings have all been
run through, the average family knows what to call it.

All right, so we have some problems. Tonight is about solutions,
and the road ahead.

Economic recovery in Indiana will ultimately depend on the
acumen, hard work, and bravery of free men and women pursuing
their dreams in the marketplace. Government does not create jobs, it
only creates the conditions that make jobs more or less likely. All our
hopes in other areas depend on our ability to bring about a more
growth-friendly Indiana of rising incomes, sales, and wealth.

And so the organizing objective of our administration will be
higher personal income for Hoosiers. Every department is already
being tasked with identifying the actions and improvements it will
make to contribute to that goal.

On arrival at work last Monday, I signed orders to reorganize our
economic development efforts, to strengthen our focus on
agribusiness, and to require that we spend more of our tax dollars here
in Indiana. I delivered to you a set of proposals to foster the faster
formation and growth of the small businesses from which most new
jobs come: I ask you, in particular, to provide a Small Business
Investment Incentive, giving modest relief, without lawyers or
paperwork or any special permission from government, to small firms
that take the risk to add jobs.

To stimulate the formation of new small businesses, I propose that
existing local economic development funds be freed to establish new
venture capital funds in each region of our state. And we must lower
the crushing cost of health insurance by authorizing new, low-frills
policy choices.

Our economic distress is deep and widespread, so our recovery
package attacks on multiple fronts. To help towns hit hard by the
retreat of traditional manufacturing, I ask for the passage of
brownfields legislation to encourage new investment in abandoned
sites, and for new pre-permitting authority to speed the time for new
investor interest to turn into new jobs.

Meanwhile, we must modernize our tax laws and build out our
broadband infrastructure, so that we become as hospitable to the jobs
of the knowledge economy and motorsports as we are to
manufacturing.

And, the time has come to stop penalizing Indiana businesses
through our quirky treatment of time itself. If it were just a matter of
the rest of the world’s laughing at us, I’d say let them laugh. But the
loss of Hoosier jobs and income is no laughing matter and any step
that might help is worth trying. So, without changing anyone’s time
zone, and without spending a penny, I ask this body to lift this
handicap from Indiana’s businesses and join the national and global
economy in the use of Daylight Savings Time.

You have already proven your ability to act and act fast on behalf
of Hoosier workers. By month’s end, I am told, you will have
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approved our bill to replace a failed government Department of
Commerce with a public-private action agency, built for speed and
built to sell Indiana to businesses here and world-wide as the best
place for them to grow. Thank you for this impressive down payment
on our economic comeback.

Indiana will not catch up to our competition dragging the anchor
of an outdated, slow, unresponsive state government. I suggested to
Hoosiers last year that every garden needs weeding every sixteen
years or so, and they agreed.

Last Tuesday, I signed orders dismantling the state’s largest and
most expensive bureaucracy, with paramount goals of better
protecting endangered children and better serving the single parents
of our state. I appointed the state’s first Inspector General, and gave
a seasoned county prosecutor the job of searching for waste, fraud,
and abuse all day every day. Then I submitted to you bills to
transform the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, abolish the scandal-ridden
Intelenet Commission, and lift the ethics rules governing the conduct
of state employees to the highest levels in America.

Among the weeds choking out growth and good government are
the hundreds of boards, commissions, and advisory committees that
have sprouted over the years. They devour time, money, and energy
far beyond any real contribution they make. All address worthy goals,
but often we could get more real work done if we spent less time
conferring and more time working. I ask this Assembly to help us
clean up state government’s garden, to allow the most important parts
to flourish and serve Hoosiers better.

State government has no nobler duty than the preparation of young
people for citizenship, and no more important workers than those who
strive to provide that preparation. Last week, I sent you bills to speed
the spread of charter schools, to move the I-STEP test to the spring
where it belongs, to take the job of our top educator out of politics,
and to enable our kids to start kindergarten as early as they do in other
states. I ask their rapid consideration and passage. We must catch up
and surpass our competition in the only educational measure that
ultimately matters, the academic results achieved by our kids.

Tonight, I want to underscore some issues in our educational
system that must be faced squarely, because they threaten to
undermine not just the effectiveness of the system but also the public
confidence on which it depends.

As it should be, public education is the number one expense of
state government. We have more than doubled our spending in just
over a decade. When we have restored the state’s financial solvency,
these increases must continue. 

But the way in which we deliver these dollars is broken, and
indefensible. It produces senseless outcomes like providing more and
more dollars for districts with fewer and fewer children. It is so
confusing that no one can explain it to a taxpayer. This formula has
been jury-rigged over time in back rooms into a complicated mess
based not on principle but on a bare-knuckles scramble of every
district for itself. Especially at a time of fiscal crisis, when there is no
new money to distribute, the way in which we share the funds
available must be as fair as possible.

It is time for a system the average citizen can understand, one
based on clear, fair principles. That system should begin with equal
dollars per child, adjusted for the special care we must provide to
children of poverty, or with genuine disabilities, to any kid on whom
life has placed a special burden. I ask this Assembly to replace
today’s Rube Goldberg formula with a fair, principled system openly
arrived at.

Another major defect of the status quo is the imbalance between
classroom and non-classroom spending. Too many of the $9,500 we
now spend on each student are swallowed up by purposes unrelated
to the only result that counts, readiness for life.

Every student today should learn in a place of safety and
reasonable comfort. But we have often gone beyond the point of
common sense. Our test results lag behind other states, but the size
and cost of our school buildings is second to none. They are larger
per student, more expensive per square foot, and more tilted to

non-academic facilities than makes good sense. We have drifted into
practices that work well for architects and contractors, but not well for
teachers or property taxpayers, and it is time for change.

Tomorrow, I will direct the Department of Local Government
Finance to impose a 120-day moratorium on any new school bond
issue. During that interval, the agency will draw up guidelines related
to size, cost, and the ratio of academic to non-academic spending in
school construction. We will continue to have fine facilities in
Indiana, but teachers, taxpayers, and academic results come
first—instruction must come before construction.

Finally, we come to the matter of the state’s own finances. Let’s
not waste a minute on how we got here, or whom to blame. We are
where we are—now which way forward?

As I said earlier, our problem is two-fold: how to bring annual
spending back down to the level of annual income, and how to restore
some reasonable balance in our state savings account.

On the first question, there is nothing left to debate. The wolf is not
at the door, he is inside the cabin. So no more accounting tricks. No
more raids on pension funds; no more coerced borrowing from
schools and local government. And no more self-deception; this crisis
will not go away on its own. Without bold and difficult action now,
the lines of spending and income will never cross. Tonight, it falls to
me to propose a program full of steps I find regrettable and
unpleasant, but steps that I believe our duty commands if we are to
end our fiscal embarrassment.

We must bring spending growth down below—in the near term,
well below—the growth of revenue. Tomorrow, I will release the
details of a budget that does this, but let me share the fundamentals
here and now. In everyday terms, we must clamp down on the
family’s total spending until our paycheck catches up.

In many places, spending must simply be reduced. We have been
joined in government by some truly extraordinary people, many of
whom who have led large and complex businesses. They know their
assignment. We will pull or trim every weed we can find. I learned at
Saturday’s Cabinet meeting that we have saved the first several
million dollars in our first week on the job.

We will work on saving money every week. Those programs that
have fulfilled their purpose, outlived their usefulness, or cannot
demonstrate results justifying their costs, will have to go. I will use
the governor’s allocation power to capture the savings as we identify
them.

State government owns assets it doesn’t need; we will find and sell
them. We need motor vehicles, but not 13,000 of them, more than one
for every three employees. We need aircraft, but probably not
eighteen of them.

State entities are doing things for themselves that other Hoosiers
can do as well or better, and less expensively. If it ever made sense to
clean our own buildings, cook our own food, or operate our own
power plants, it doesn’t anymore.

In Medicaid, where cost growth is exploding at over 10 percent per
year, we will make changes that are long overdue, and some changes
we would rather not make: in benefits, in eligibility, and provider
payments. We will slow this unsustainable growth rate by half. Over
time, we will rebuild a broken, antiquated system so that it delivers
better care to those who cannot afford to care for themselves, while
remembering that taxpayers deserve compassion, too.

Those purposes too important for reduction must take a pause from
constant increases. We can strengthen the state budget, and
simultaneously begin Indiana’s journey away from property taxes, by
freezing the state’s subsidy of local property taxes while expanding
localities’ current power to tax income or other sources. Education,
both K-12 and postsecondary, must play essential roles in fiscal
recovery by managing temporarily with current levels of state
funding, no less but no more.

This is the time to set aside self-interest in the cause of restoring
responsibility to our management of the people’s finances. If we show
this discipline, if revenue holds up and everything goes just right, we
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could achieve an honestly balanced budget, two years from now.
Some might say, good enough. But I cannot.

Because, please note: Even if we do all the difficult things I just
outlined, we would still run a quarter of a billion dollar deficit next
year, and still have no real savings set aside for the next rainy day.
Duty commands us to finish the job, to put our house in order and do
it now.

So tonight I propose one more step that I would rather not propose.
I ask the most fortunate among us, those citizens earning over
$100,000 per year, for one year, to pay an additional one percent on
the income they receive. With this money, we will achieve a balanced
budget not two years from now but in the year immediately ahead,
and bring our savings account to a level near the minimum standard
of prudence.

Let me stress that this surtax must be temporary, and one-time
only. I will veto any attempt to raise general taxes on our citizens, and
any attempt to extend for even one day the one temporary measure I
reluctantly propose tonight.

And, I will veto any attempt to substitute tax increases for spending
restraint. The spending freezes and reductions I have called for, which
many will complain are far too severe, to me are the mandatory
essence of our fiscal repair job.

It is hardly a secret that I believe in limited government. I believe
deeply that no dollar should be taken from any free citizen by the
force of state power without a solid reason for doing so.

But that was an oath I took last week. That was a Bible I took it on.
I have sworn to uphold a constitution that directs us to produce an
honestly balanced budget, and I was hired by the people of this state
on a pledge to meet that assignment. I hope you see your duty the
same way I do. Let’s each agree to do a thing or two we’d rather not
do, temporarily, so that the state we all love might get back on its
fiscal feet, and do it now.

I say once more, this is our moment. Whether veterans of public
service, or newcomers like me, we will not see again such an
opportunity to change things for the better. We must shake free of the
tendency to mistake the edge of the rut for the horizon. Breaking with
business as usual is never comfortable, but once accomplished it is
exhilarating. It would be disappointing—no, it would be
disgraceful—to procrastinate and paper over these festering problems
when we can deal with them decisively, and position our state for
greatness.

In Roman times, it was the custom for the architect of a new temple
to stand beneath the archway when the keystone was put in place and
the scaffolding removed. Now, those were people who understood the
concept of accountability.

I am under such an arch tonight, by choice and at the instruction of
the people of our state. I invite you to join me there, with confidence
that the structure we will build together will stand the test of the
moment, and of time. Our choices are not easy, but compared to the
dangers and crises that Hoosiers before us have overcome, they are
not intimidating, either. Besides, as Edward R. Murrow said,
"Difficulty is the one excuse history never accepts."

It is given to few people to be where we are, in a position to
change the course of an entire state from drift and decline to purpose
and progress. This time around, let any errors be errors of action, not
timidity. We must not allow indecision, the thief of opportunity, to
rob us of the courage to move aggressively. Gen. Douglas MacArthur
said that the history of failure in warfare could be summed up in two
words: "Too late." This year is our year to attack Indiana’s problems,
so that history never applies those words to us.

This time, let everybody relent just a little. Let every interest
demand just a little less. Let those who can give just a little more. Let
this be a legislative session of historic energy and action, and
cooperation.

Let politics stand down for a while. Let future elections wait their
turn. Let’s all do our duty these next few weeks such that, years from
now, when people look back to these days and say then, in 2005, that
was when Indiana’s comeback began, we can all say right, I know—I
was part of it, I was there.

Thank you for your commitment, and your love of our state. Now
on to the people’s work."

The President of the Senate adjourned the joint convention.

BRIAN C. BOSMA     
Speaker of the House of Representatives     

M. CAROLINE SPOTTS
Principal Clerk of the House of Representatives


